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The Ruler’s Authority in Designating Fard Kifayah (Collective Obligations)

Abstract. This study aims to examine the authority of the Imam (ruler) to designate collective
obligations (fard kifayah) and to mandate their fulfillment by the community, while delineating the
legal parameters that legitimize such authority, prevent its abuse, and ensure the realization of the
public interest. The study also addresses contemporary applications of this authority. The research
concludes that the position affirming the Imam’s authority to designate collective obligations
represents the view of the majority of jurists and constitutes the preponderant opinion. This authority
falls within the broader framework of obedience to the ruler in matters that are lawful and right (al-
ma ‘raf). It is not an unrestricted prerogative; rather, it is circumscribed by well-defined conditions,
foremost among them: the realization of the public interest (maslahah ‘ammah), adherence to the
higher objectives of Islamic law (maqasid al-shari‘ah), and the assurance of competence and
qualification in those appointed to fulfill such obligations. Furthermore, the study underscores the
expansive scope of collective obligations, both historically and in contemporary contexts, particularly
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in the domains of security, public health, media, social solidarity, and collective juristic reasoning
(ijtihad jama 7).

Keyword: Imam (Ruler), Collective Obligation (Fard Kifayah), Islamic Governance (Al-Siyasah Al-
Shar ‘iyyah), Public Interest, Obedience To Those In Authority.
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